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■ LATIN AMERICA BRIEF 


10 APRI L 1T?6.,V 

- ; 1. ‘CHILE: CHILEAN PRESIDENT PINOCHET' SDECI3ICN TO 

ADVANCE THE TIMETA8LE FOR A TRANSITION TO CfONSTITUTIIONAL 

RULE WAS MADE I N RESPONSE TO CONTINUING INTERBBHNAL AND. 

EXTERNAL PRESSURES ON HIM TO NBORMAILIZEPOLITICAL LIFE IN 

CHILE. THE ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWED OTHER RECENT CHANGES 

DESIGNED TO IMPSROVE THE COuntry'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE. 

IN A NATIONWIDE SPEECH ON 5 APRIL , PINOCHET S A I D A 

!nEW CONSTITUTION WILL 0E READY BY THE E ND OF TH E YH*EAR 

I 

AND THAT A PLEBISCITE COULD BE HELD ON I T SOMETIME THEREAFTER. 
THIS ADVANCES 8YUBFIVE YEARS THE SCHEDULE! OUTLINED B Y 

J . ’ 

PINOCHET LAST YEAR, j 

r 

j ; PINOCHET D I D NOT MENTION PRESIDENTIAL; ELECTIONS AND 

WAS VAGUE ABOUT TH E OVERALL Tl Rl NG. NEVERTHELESS. HIS 

; i 

.STATEMENT LEFT THE DOOR OPEN TO EVEN FURTHER MODIFICATIONS 

; ALTHOUGH HE EMPHASIZED THAT IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE 

•ARMED FORCES T 0 RETAINH T H E "ESSENCE” 0 F POWER, PINOCHET 1 

! SAID CIVILIANS WOULD SHARE A ‘LARGER ROLE I N GOVERNMENT. 
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HE DID NOT ELABORATE. RUT HE KAY HAVE BEEN KIDDING FOR 
THE COOPERATION OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. THE 
COUNTRY’S LARGEST. WHICH WAS BANNED I N MARCH Hill 11??. 

THE PARTY UILLBE RELUCTANT TO PARTICIPATE AS LONG AS ^ 1 . 5 C 

RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY REMAININ FORCE* 
j AMONG OTHER HSEASURES RAISED IN HIS S P E E C H , PINOCHET 
OFFERED A UIBE-KANGING PROGRAM TO PARDON OK TO ConriUTE 
THE SENTENCES OF ALL PRISONERS CONVICiTEDBY MILITARY 
COURTS FOR VIOLATING NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS BEFORE AND 
AFTER THE 1173 COUP. 

A S MANY AS 23M PERSONS STAND TO BENEFIT IMMEDIATELY. 

* < i 

THE RELEASES WILL ALSO CLOSE THE ROOKS FOR ALL PRACTICAL 

PURPOSES ON HOST CASES THAT HAVE INTERESTED HUMAN RIGHTS 
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